
 
 
 

NATURE RESERVES 
GUIDELINES ON PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 

 
The following are interim guidelines applicable to all nature reserves until such time as 
Management Plans are developed for nature reserves. It is understood that Management Plans 
will set out permitted and non-permitted activities taking into account the specific goals, attributes 
and circumstances of each nature reserve.  
 
PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 
The following uses are permitted: 

• Nature appreciation and understanding 
• Walking, hiking, snowshoeing and skiing on designated trails 
• Photography from designated trails 
• Scientific research - with approval from Ontario Nature 
 

NON-PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 
The following uses are not permitted, except by approval of Ontario Nature: 

• Hunting, fishing, trapping, logging, mining, quarrying  
• Use of motorized vehicles other than in designated areas when used for  such 

purposes as maintenance, service, emergencies or handicapped access  
• Horseback riding 
• Camping 
• Cycling 
• Unrestrained pets  
• Fires 
• Removal of native vegetation, animal, rock and mineral materials 
• Harassment of wildlife  
• Trimming of vegetation except for approved trail development or maintenance  

 
Ontario Nature, when considering the approval of such activities will consult with the appropriate 
staff including the Executive Director; consult with and/or inform local naturalist clubs, 
stewardship groups, and Ontario Nature directors. 
 
Non-permitted activities are occasionally approved when the activity pre-dates Ontario Nature 
ownership of the property, continuation of the activity builds community support for protection 
efforts, and the activity does not have a detrimental impact on the natural values of the reserve. 
 


