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Carolinian Canada Coalition’s 2010 Forum  
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HOSTED BY: 
 

CELEBRATE THE INTERNATIONAL  

YEAR OF BIODIVERSITY



CONFERENCE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Carolinian Canada Coalition

Collaborating for a Healthy Ecoregion, to protect and restore  
natural heritage in the Carolinian Life Zone for healthy, sustainable  

landscapes through stewardship, cooperation and research.
 

Virginia Lambdin, Cheryl Veary

Ontario Nature

Ontario Nature protects wildlife and wild spaces.
Founded in 1931, Ontario Nature works with over 140 member groups  

to protect Ontario’s habitats and wildlife, and connect people with nature,  
through research, conservation campaigns, education and public awareness.

Sarnia Urban Wildlife Committee

Protecting and enhancing City owned property in Sarnia.

Lambton Wildlife Incorporated

Dedicated to the conservation, preservation and protection of  
the natural environment in Lambton County.

Sydenham Field Naturalists

Naturalist club whose members’ aim is to enjoy, as well as preserve,  
wildlife and natural history in the Chatham-Kent area.

Larry Cornelis

Friends of Pinery Park

Dedicated to education, promotion, preservation and support of  
Pinery Provincial Park.

Community Volunteers

Forum Watershed Artist

Program Layout
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Exploring Our Watersheds

A Unique Way to Celebrate & Explore Biodiversity

Welcome to“Exploring Our Watersheds”, 

And welcome to the unique nature and waters of Lambton County. For three days, you will have exceptional 
access to Canada’s deep south, traveling, by foot, boat, bus and discussion, with local leaders and provincial 
specialists. Situated in coastal Carolinian Canada, Lambton is rich in biodiversity with over 60 Species at 
Risk, 300 provincial rarities and a large network of significant natural areas, including globally significant 
habitats, intact First Nations ecosystems, international fly-ways for migratory birds and some of the most 
diverse freshwater mussel populations in North America.

In this International“Year of Biodiversity”, local naturalist groups, Sarnia Urban Wildlife Committee, 
Lambton Wildlife Incorporated, Sydenham Field Naturalists and Friends of Pinery Park, in partnership with 
Ontario Nature and Carolinian Canada Coalition, welcome you to explore, participate and experience this 
special region, and to consider the future of Ontario’s biodiversity.

From our keynote speaker, Jack Imhof, noted aquatic wildlife biologist, to Gord Miller, the Environmental 
Commissioner of Ontario, our speakers and leaders will inspire and inform you on ‘hot topics’ in the rapidly 
shifting field of conservation. We invite you to join the discussion to envision a future that protects and sustains 
our biodiversity across the landscape. 

In 2001, an ambitious landscape plan, the Big Picture/Greenways Initiative, was developed. Hundreds of 
groups, including all the conference partners, have been collaborating on bringing this vision into reality. Find 
out how much progress has been made, what new challenges and opportunities are emerging, and how we can 
go forward to work together as a community in the face of serious global concerns. 

Sarnia, embedded in the“Chemical Valley”, has worked hard to improve its local environment and interna-
tional waterway, the St. Clair River. It provides an ideal setting to explore ways that humans and biodiversity 
interact in sensitive shoreline areas.  

We thank the dozens of groups, volunteers, businesses and communities that have donated their time, efforts 
and resources to create this unique event. As a result, there are activities throughout the three days to appeal to 
a wide range of interests, from conservation professionals to backyard naturalists. 

The conference partners have collaborated for over 30 years on protecting and restoring natural heritage in 
southwestern Ontario. In 2010, we would like to offer a window of time to investigate, celebrate and reflect 
on our rich biodiversity. We look forward to exploring the wealth of this region’s unique natural and aquatic 
features with you. Enjoy the conference!

 !"#$%&"'$()*&*(+*",&-.(/0/(-"'$11/22**



4 |Ontario Nature and Carolinian Canada Coalition 2010 Forum

Conference Highlights

Day 1 – Friday May 28, 2010 
Lambton College Residence

STEWARDING CAROLINIAN COASTS 
Ontario Provincial Issues Day 
Carolinian Canada Coalition & Ontario Nature Joint Forum
 

 

Accessibility:  All conference locations on campus are wheel-chair accessible. The pathway that connects the Residence 
(Inn) to the College is paved. Elevators are available in the College. There are no elevators in the Residence but you may 
request a main floor room.  Buses are not wheel-chair accessible.  Please inquire about your special needs for field trips 
early and we will do our best to accommodate you.
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Conference Highlights

Day 2 – Saturday May 29, 2010 
Lambton College & Lambton College Residence

EXPLORING LAMBTON’S WATERS
 

Wild Neighbours 
 

 
 

 
 

Day 3 – Sunday May 30, 2010 
Cantara Park

CAROLINIAN CANADA WATERSHEDS
 

Remember to fill out and enter your evaluation into a draw.
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Registration and Networking (8:00 a.m.)

 

Welcome (9:00 a.m.) 
Lambton College Residence Ballroom

 
 

Coastal Greenways & the Big Picture in Carolinian Canada

Stewarding Carolinian Coasts & Biodiversity Hotspots

 
     Michelle Kanter has held the position of Executive Director of the Carolinian Canada Coalition since 2003 and has been 
involved with the Coalition since its inception in 1984. With 25 years of conservation experience in wildlife research and 
land stewardship, she has worked with a broad range of stakeholders around the world.

Ontario Nature Greenway Program - The Green Way Forward

Stewarding Carolinian Coasts 
Friday May 28, 2010
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Stewarding Carolinian Coasts 
Friday May 28, 2010

 
     Amber Cowie joined Ontario Nature in 2008 to help realize the vision of the Greenway in southern and eastern Ontario, 
subsequent to her experience with the Grasslands Conservation Council of British Columbia protecting rare ecosystems. 
Her passion for collaborative, community-led environmental initiatives was ignited during her years at the University of 
Victoria, where she earned a B.A. in environmental history.

St. Clair River Remedial Action Plan (RAP) 

 
     Kristina Lee is the Canadian Chair for St. Clair River Remedial Action Plan’s Binational Public Advisory Council 
(BPAC). As a charter member of the St. Clair River BPAC since its beginnings in 1989, Kris is involved with many ENGO 
initiatives in the area such as Wallaceburg Advisory Team for a Cleaner Habitat (WATCH), Sarnia and Region Environ-
mental Network Exchange (SARENE), Terra Nitrogen Public Liaison Committee and formerly Dow Chemical Public Ad-
visory Panel. She is a retired high school science teacher, lives on the St. Clair River, and has her own consulting business 
focusing on the environment and health & safety. She is published in professional magazines such as Catalyst and Crucible, 
and travels throughout the province as a guest presenter on environmental education and workplace safety. 

Health Break and Displays (10:30 a.m.)

Species at Risk in Aquatic Ecosystems & Waterways (10:50 a.m.)

Bkejwanong’s Marshes: Sustaining a Conservation Legacy

 

 

Stewarding Carolinian Coasts - Friday May 28
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     Clint Jacobs is Anishinaabe from the Walpole Island First Nation – Bkejwanong Territory. He is part of the team of 
the Walpole Island Heritage Centre’s Natural Heritage Program that coordinates numerous initiatives relating to the 
conservation of Walpole Island First Nation’s natural heritage. The Natural Heritage Program aims to connect the Walpole 
Island community to its unique natural heritage through enhanced appreciation, knowledge and respect by focusing on 
biodiversity, education, cultural connections, communications, outreach and sustainability. Clint is also the president of 
the Walpole Island Land Trust – which is a registered charitable organization that aims to protect lands of ecological and 
cultural significance within the Walpole Island First Nation territory.

Protecting Species at Risk Fishes through Development of Community Based  
Management Plans

 

 

 
     Prior to working at the Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority (ABCA) in her current position as an Aquatic Biolo-
gist, Kari Jean worked at the Grand River Conservation Authority for three years.  Mrs. Jean monitored walleye popula-
tions and water quality in the Lower Grand River. Since 2005, Kari has conducted monitoring of aquatic species at risk 
as well as water quality for the implementation of the Ausable River Recovery Strategy.  Kari has also worked with the 
community to protect and enhance aquatic species at risk habitat in Grand Bend and Port Franks.  

The Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas

Stewarding Carolinian Coasts - Friday May 28
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     Joe Crowley has been involved in reptile research and conservation work since 2004, and he is currently the Ontario 
Reptile and Amphibian Atlas Coordinator at Ontario Nature. He completed a B.Sc. (Hons.) in 2003 at Nipissing Universi-
ty and a M.Sc. in Zoology in 2006 at the University of Guelph. He is an experienced field biologist and has a strong interest 
in conservation, specifically species at risk and road ecology.

Lunch (12:00 p.m.) 
Lambton College Residence Ballroom

“One Shot: The River R.A.P.” Video on the St. Clair Remedial Action Plan

 
     Kim Gledhill is a Conservation Education/Community Partnership Technician with the St. Clair Region Conservation 
Authority and teaches environmental education to elementary and secondary school students. She is also involved with  
many environmental groups and special events in the watershed.

Carolinian Canada Coalition 4th Annual General Meeting (12:30 p.m.) 
Lambton College Residence Ballroom

Bring your dessert to Carolinian Canada Coalition’s 4th Annual 
General Meeting!  

Stewarding Carolinian Coasts - Friday May 28
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Getting Involved  
Afternoon Concurrent Workshops: Choose 1 of 2 (1:15 p.m.)

Social Marketing & Ecotourism – Can a Coastal Trail Enhance Stewardship? 
(Lambton College Residence Ballroom) 

 
     Megan Ihrig joined the Carolinian Canada Coalition as the Coastal Program Coordinator in 2009. In this position she is 
coordinating the development of a plan for a Lake Erie Coastal Trail and guide. Growing up in a yard full of shagbark hickories 
and swimming as often as possible in nearby Lake Erie, she is particularly happy in this position. 

Establishing an Aquatic Protected Areas Network
(Lambton College Residence Room LI300)

 
     Dave Pearce has been CPAWS Wildlands League’s Forest Conservation Analyst since 2003. As part of Wildlands League’s 
outreach he gives talks on Ontario’s boreal forest, caribou, Polar Bears and most recently, Aquatic Protected Areas. He also 
works to improve forest management and supports the Wildlands League with natural history information. Dave is researcher 
and co-author of a number of Wildlands League publications including, Caribou- Holding the Line in Northeastern Ontario.

Health Break and Displays (2:30 p.m.)

The Green Economy & Climate Change (2:50 p.m.)
Lambton College Residence Ballroom

Stewarding Carolinian Coasts - Friday May 28
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Re-casting a Vision for a Biodiversity Strategy for Ontario

 

 

 

 
     Gord Miller was first sworn in as the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario on January 31, 2000, to oversee the con-
tinued implementation of the Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR). As an independent officer appointed by the Legislative 
Assembly, Commissioner Miller oversees 14 ministries and monitors and reports annually on:

Government compliance with the provisions of the EBR
Government progress on reducing greenhouse gas emissions
Activities in Ontario to reduce the use or make more efficient use of electricity, natural gas, propane, oil and 
transportation fuels. 

     Prior to his appointment as Environmental Commissioner on January 31, 2000, Gord Miller worked as a scientist in pol-
lution abatement and in environmental education and training. As Environmental Commissioner, Gord Miller has released 
eleven annual reports, seven special reports and one Annual Greenhouse Gas Progress Report to the Ontario Legislature.

North America’s First Renewable Energy Feed in Tariff: Understanding and  
Benefiting from Ontario’s New Green Energy Act

 
 

Stewarding Carolinian Coasts - Friday May 28
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     Mike Layton is Deputy Outreach Director at Environmental Defence, where he has worked since 2006. Environmental 
Defence is a national environmental charity that fights to protect the environmental and human health from exposure to 
toxic chemicals and reduce Canada’s contributions to climate change. Mike is responsible for programs relating to water 
and green energy. Through his role, he has coordinated the Green Energy Act Alliance, a coalition to promote renewable 
energy and conservation in Ontario. This work resulted in passage of the Green Energy and Green Economy Act, legisla-
tion that forms the basis for North America’s first comprehensive Feed In Tariff for renewable energy. He was the lead 
researcher for Environmental Defence’s report “Greening Canada’s Buildings: Report Card” which developed a framework 
for evaluating elements of federal and provincial policies relating to the environmental impact of buildings in Canada. 

Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS): Market Pressures to Market-Based  
Solutions for Climate Change and Ontario’s Green Economy

 

 

 

 

 

 
     As a professional “agent of change” Dr. Bailey has a wide range of public and private sector experience in providing 
strategic services to organizations with environmental and natural resource conservation missions. As Executive Vice 
President at the Delta Waterfowl Foundation, he has been working with several colleagues for the past 9 years to develop 
and implement the Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) concept. Dr. Bailey leads a national strategy team of ALUS 
advocates for community-led and producer delivered ecological service delivery. The present challenge is to find market-
based solutions to finance the growth and development of ecological goods and services under ALUS across Canada. Dr. 
Bailey was raised on a farm in rural Quebec and received his PhD from the Faculty of Agriculture, McGill University. 

Wrap Up

Stewarding Carolinian Coasts - Friday May 28



Activities in Sarnia

Lambton College Campus Map







Activities in Sarnia
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Local Waters Banquet (5:00 p.m.)
Lambton College Residence Ballroom

Carolinian Canada Conservation Awards (6:00 p.m.)

Carolinian Canada Conservation Award Recipients 2009-2010
Category:  INDIVIDUAL
Wayne & Lynda Buck

Doug Dennis 

Category:  GROUP
Thames Talbot Land Trust

Ontario Nature

Stewarding Carolinian Coasts - Friday May 28
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Category:  YOUTH
Bkejwanong Eco-Keepers

Category:  LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
Stew Hilts

Duc O’Orleans II Cruise on the St. Clair River (7:30 p.m.) 

297 Front St., Sarnia - Buses will be leaving from the Lambton College Residence at 7:00pm to go to the cruise. The boat 
leaves the dock at 7:30pm.  

 

“Migration of the Monarchs – A concert that knows no boundaries

Cruise Information for participants not leaving from Lambton College Residence: The Duc D’Orleans II docks at 297 
Front St. If you are coming from the 402 get off at the Front St. exit and head south (right). It is just past Centennial Park 
behind the Hazlitt and Steeves building. Coming from the south, take Vidal St. which becomes Brock St. Turn left at George 
St. and go to Front St. Turn right and the boat is on your left at the Hazlitt building.

The boat will return to the dock at 9:30 p.m. Buses will leave the boat dock at 9:45 p.m. to return participants to the  
Lambton College Residence at the end of the cruise. 

Stewarding Carolinian Coasts - Friday May 28
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Important Information on Field Trips and Workshops

Early Morning Walks

Guided Hike: Howard Watson Nature Trail 

Self-guided Hike: Wawanosh Wetlands or Lambton College Woodlot

Registration, Networking & Hot Breakfast (8:00 a.m.)
Lambton College, 2nd Floor, Corridor A, 1457 London Rd., Sarnia

Welcome (8:45 a.m.)
Lambton College Theatre A223

Healthy Watersheds 

Field Trips & Workshops

Choose 
A)  1 of 2 full-day field trips 

B)  1 of 5 half-day afternoon workshops with concurrent morning speaker session. 

Exploring Lambton’s Waters 
Saturday May 29, 2010
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Full Day Field Trips (9:20 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.) 

1. Walpole Island Excursion

 
     Jane Bowles, Clint Jacobs

2. Pinery Provincial Park and the Karner Blue Sanctuary

 
     Brenda Kulon, author of The Butterfly Whisperer

Wild Neighbours 
Concurrent Session I: Choose 1 of 3  (10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.)

1. Wonders of the Sydenham River
(Theatre A223)

 
     Muriel Andreae is Senior Biologist at the St. Clair Region Conservation Authority, a member of the Sydenham River 
Recovery Planning Team and co-chair of the Recovery Team for Aquatic Species at Risk in the Sydenham River.

2. Back to my Roots - Birding the Sarnia to Grand Bend Corridor
(Room A210) 

 
     Sarah Rupert is the Senior Park Interpreter and Interpretive Program Coordinator at Point Pelee National Park and the 
Regional Editor for Ontario Christmas Bird Counts. 

Exploring Lambton’s Waters - Saturday May 29
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3. Damsels and Dragons
(Room A209) 

 
     Alistair MacKenzie is the Natural Heritage Education and Resource Management Supervisor for Pinery Provincial Park. 

Wild Places  
Concurrent Session II: Choose 1 of 3 (11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.)

1. Wetland Restoration & Protection in the St. Clair River Area of Concern 
(Theatre A223)

 
     Darrell Randell works for Ducks Unlimited Canada, is President of the Friends of the St Clair River, and an elected 
councillor for St Clair Township, Lambton County. 

2. Just How Pristine is the St. Clair River? 
(Room A210) 

 
     Tim Moran is president and a principal in Pollutech EnviroQuatics Limited and shareholder in Pollutech Group of 
Companies, responsible for all biological studies conducted by Pollutech. Scott Munro was instrumental in helping to 
organize this presentation. 

3. Establishing Ribbons of Green along Ontario’s Waterways
(Room A209)

 
     Kate Monk is the Stewardship and Conservation Lands Supervisor at the Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority.

BBQ Lunch in the courtyard @ Lambton College (12:00 p.m.)

Exploring Lambton’s Waters - Saturday May 29
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Getting Your Feet Wet  
Concurrent Session III: Choose 1 of 5 (1:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.)

restoration.

1. Natural Areas Highlights Bus Trip

 
     Brenda Lorenz teaches chemistry and environmental studies at Lambton College in a variety of programs. She is an ac-
tive volunteer in the community, working with organizations to enhance and restore natural areas in the City.

2. Geocaching @ Wawanosh Wetlands

 
     Sharon Nethercott is a Conservation Education Coordinator with the St. Clair Region Conservation Authority and has 
assisted in instructing up to 12,000 students annually in environmental education. She is an avid geocacher, and has devel-
oped a curriculum based geocaching program for students in grades 6 to 9.

3. Wood Carving @ Kinsmen Centre

 
     Wayne Begarnie, Emily Portelance, Keas Boone & Gerry Clements from Triple C Woodcarvers have been involved with 
the club for a number of years. Keas is the current president and Wayne is a past president. The Triple C Woodcarvers 
specialize in various forms of carving including in the round, relief carving, woodburning, bark carving and also painting.

4. Naturalized Landscaping & Art Workshop @ Urban Nature Centre

 
     Lorraine Johnson is past president of the North American Native Plant Society and author of numerous books on 
gardening and environmental issues, including 100 Easy-To-Grow Native Plants. Shawn McKnight is the founder of the 
Downtown Community Native Plant Garden and owner of the Urban Nature Centre. He also works with a team to develop 
a full-time native plant rescue program for Sarnia-Lambton.

Exploring Lambton’s Waters - Saturday May 29
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5. Reptiles & Amphibians @ Dow Wetlands

 
     Joe Crowley is the Reptile and Amphibian Atlas Project Coordinator for Ontario Nature, and is coordinating a new On-
tario herpetofaunal atlas program. He is an experienced field biologist and has a strong interest in conservation biology, 
specifically species at risk and road ecology. Melissa Levi is a biologist and the leader of the Young Naturalist Program 
with Lambton Wildlife Inc. 

Ontario Nature’s 79th Annual General Meeting & Awards (4:00 p.m.)
Lambton College Theatre A223

Ontario Nature Conservation Awards

across Ontario and continues to build a natural legacy for future generations.

Ontario Nature Wine And Cheese Reception (6:00 p.m.)
Lambton College Residence Ballroom

Local Fields Banquet and Auctions (7:00 p.m.)
Lambton College Residence Ballroom

Exploring Lambton’s Waters - Saturday May 29



24 |Ontario Nature and Carolinian Canada Coalition 2010 Forum

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  JACK IMHOF (8:30 p.m.)  
Navigating through the Biodiversity of Canada’s Stream Corridors:  
A Personal Voyage 
Lambton College Residence Ballroom

 
     Jack Imhof is an aquatic ecologist with over 30 
years of experience and presently the National 
Biologist for Trout Unlimited Canada and cross-
appointed part-time with OMNR. He is also an 
adjunct professor at the University of Guelph and an 
adjunct professor through the Department of Biology 
at the University of Waterloo. Jack has spent over 
35 years of his life working on river and watershed 
restoration. Jack has received numerous awards for 
restoration work over the years from the American 
Fisheries Society, Izaak Walton Flyfishing Club and 
Ontario Streams, and is one of the co-recipients of 
the Ontario Amethyst Award for Excellence in Public 
Service. He is Past-President of the Ontario Chapter 
of the American Fisheries Society.

Exploring Lambton’s Waters - Saturday May 29
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Hot Breakfast in the Park (8:00 a.m.)
Canatara Park Pavilion

Half Day Field Trips - Concurrent Sessions (9:00 a.m. – Noon)

Choose one of 4 half-day field trips.

Bickford Line Conservation Reserve and Restoration Sites

 
     Leaders: Darrell Randell, Jake Lozon

Port Franks Forested Dunes and Natural Areas Tour      

 
     Leaders: Brenda Kulon, Larry Cornelis

Ausable River Valley   

 
     Leaders: Tom Chatterton, Stan Caveney

Sarnia’s Fabulous Canatara Park

 
     Leaders: Brenda Lorenz, Gerry Clements, Sarah Rupert

Thank you for attending Exploring Our Watersheds Forum 2010!

Carolinian Canada Watersheds 
Sunday May 20, 2010
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Notes & Contacts





THANK YOU! WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT

$4,000 “Clean Water” Sponsor

$2,500 “Conservation Champion Sponsors

$1,000 “Unique Coast” Sponsors

$500 “Celebrate Biodiversity” Sponsors

Ministry of Natural Resources 

Ontario Stewardship

Other Sponsors: 
 

100% post 

consumer


